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reasonable. If Austria demands absolute compliance with
her ultimatum, it can only mean that she wants war."46
The German Emperor, after reading it on the morning of
July 28, jotted down at the end of it, "A brilliant perform-
ance for a time-limit of only 48 hours. This is more than
one could have expected! A great moral success for Vienna;
but with it every reason for war drops away, and Giesl
ought to have remained quietly in Belgrade! After such a
thing, / should never have ordered mobilization!—W."47
Giesl, however, was justified by his instructions in reject-
ing it as unsatisfactory. One cannot accept, on the other
hand, the arguments sometimes made by Austrians, that
the rejection of the Serbian reply was justifiable on the
ground that it did not give Austria adequate guarantees of
security; because it was not primarily guarantees which
Austria aimed at in her ultimatum, but an excuse for weak-
ening Serbia and putting an end to the Greater Serbia
danger by making war on her.
THE DIPLOMATIC BREAK BETWEEN" AUSTRIA AND SERBIA
The time-limit was to expire at 6 P, M. on Saturday
afternoon, July 25. A few minutes before six, Pashitch
arrived at the Austrian Legation and handed in the Serbian
reply. Giesl said he would have to compare it with his
instructions, and that he would then give an immediate
answer. As he knew that Serbia had already ordered mo-
bilization, he had little expectation that the reply would be
wholly satisfactory, and had probably written his answer
to it before he saw it. He now hurriedly glanced at it to
make sure that Serbia had not completely yielded on every
point, and that, as Berchtold desired, he could reject it as
unsatisfactory and break off diplomatic relations. Pashitch
46	Minute on Serbian Reply, July 28; B.D., 171.
47	KD., 271.   See also his letters to Jagow and to Moltke (KJX,
293) quoted below, ch, ix, at note 56.

